
Welcome to Today's Study on 

THE TRINITY 
Stated and Defended 
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The Triunity of God 

“The fact that God exists as a concrete self-

sufficient being appears clearly in the doctrine of 

the Trinity. Here the God who is numerically and 

not merely specifically one when compared with 

any other form of being, now appears to have 

within Himself a distinction of specific and 

numerical existence. We speak of the essence of 

God in contrast to the three persons of the God-

head. We speak of God as a person(al); yet we 

speak also of three persons in the God-head...” 
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The Triunity of God 

“As we say that each of the attributes of God is to 

be identified with the being of God, while yet we 

are justified in making a distinction between 

them, so we say that each of the persons of the 

Trinity is exhaustive of divinity itself, while yet 

there is a genuine distinction between the 

persons. Unity and plurality are equally ultimate 

in the God-head. The persons of the God-head 

are mutually exhaustive of one another and 

therefore of the essence of the God-head. God is 

a one conscience being, and yet He is also a tri-

conscience being.” - Van Til 
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The Triunity of God 

●When we speak of the Trinity, what or who 

are we speaking about? 
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The Triunity of God 

●The Trinity Defined: 

●Within the one BEING of God, there      

exists, three co-equal and co-eternal   

PERSONS, the Father, the Son and the       

Holy Spirit 
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The Triunity of God 
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The Triunity of God 

“Being” and “Person” 
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The Triunity of God 

“Being” and “Person” 

A “Being” is what makes something 

“WHAT” it is 
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The Triunity of God 

● “Being” and “Person” 

A “Being” is what makes something 

“WHAT” it is. 

A “Person” is what makes someone 

“WHO” they are. 
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The Triunity of God 

●“Being” and “Person” are not the same 

thing and to assimilate one into the other is 

to create a “Category Error.”   

10 Applied-Apologetics 



The Triunity of God 

● “Being” and “Person” are not the same 

thing and to assimilate one into the other is 

to create a “Category Error.” 

● A category mistake, or category error, is 

semantic or ontological error in which "things of 

one kind are presented as if they belonged to 

another", or, alternatively, a property is ascribed 

to a thing that could not possibly have that 

property.    
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The Triunity of God 

●A “Being” is what makes something 

“WHAT” it is. 

●A “Person” is what makes someone 

“WHO” they are. 
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The Triunity of God 

● A “Being” is what makes something 

“WHAT” it is. 

● A “Person” is what makes someone 

“WHO” they are. 

● The “WHAT” and the “WHO” of God. 
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The Triunity of God 

●What is God? 

●He is one omniscient, omnipresent and 

omnipotent BEING 

●He is ONE GOD 
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The “Being” of God...One God 

"You are My witnesses," declares the LORD, 

"And My servant whom I have chosen, 

So that you may know and believe Me 

And understand that I am He. 

Before Me there was no God formed, 

And there will be none after Me. 

(Isaiah 43:10) 
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The “Being” of God...One God 

"Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and 

his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 'I am the 

first and I am the last, And there is no God 

besides Me.” (Isaiah 44:6) 

 

"I am the LORD, and there is no other; Besides 

Me there is no God. I will gird you, though 

you have not known Me” (Isaiah 45:5) 
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The “Being” of God...One God 

There is but one only living and true God, who is 

infinite in being and perfection, a most pure 

spirit, invisible, without body, parts, or 

passions; immutable, immense, eternal, 

incomprehensible, almighty, most wise, most 

holy, most free, most absolute, working all 

things according to the counsel of His own 

immutable and most righteous will,(17) for His 

own glory (WCF 2:1) 
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The Being of God is... 

● He – male gender (personal pronouns) 

● Personal 

● 1) God in His “being” is a personal being 

● Undivided 

● 1) in His attributes 

● 2) in thought 

● 3) in substance (essence) 

● 4) in Deity 
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The Person-hood of God 

● God is Tri-personal 

● Three Members of the Trinity 

● 1) Father 

● 2) Son 

● 3) Holy Spirit 

● Each Member of the Trinity is FULLY GOD 
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The Person-hood of God 

● The Father is NOT 1/3 God 

● The Son is NOT 1/3 God 

● The Spirit is NOT 1/3 God 
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The Person-hood of God 

● The Father is NOT 1/3 God 

● The Son is NOT 1/3 God 

● The Spirit is NOT 1/3 God 

● Rather... 

● All Members of the Trinity; Father, Son and 

Spirit are 100% God 

● And All Three Possess (1) Intellect, (2) 

Emotion and (3) Will 
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The Father 

● Is Fully God - 

  Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes 

to heaven, He said, "Father, the hour has come; 

glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You,2 

even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, 

that to all whom You have given Him, He may 

give eternal life.3 This is eternal life, that they 

may know You, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ whom You have sent. (John 17:1-3)   
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The Father 

● Is Personal: 

1) Love: “For the Father loves the Son...” (John 

5:20) 

 

2) Speech: “and behold, a voice out of the 

heavens said, "This is My beloved Son, in whom 

I am well-pleased” (Matt. 3:17) 
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The Father 

● Free Will: “For I have come down from heaven, 

not to do My own will, but the will of Him who 

sent Me.39 This is the will of Him who sent Me, 

that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, 

but raise it up on the last day.40 For this is the 

will of My Father...” (John 6:38-40) 
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The First Member of the Trinity 

● So we see that the Father is a PERSON... 

● He is fully God who possesses all of the 

attributes of Person-hood 

● 1) Intellect: He guides the Son 

● 2) Emotion: He loves the Son 

● 3) Will: He gives the “elect” to the Son for 

salvation 

● 4) He is fully Divine: The only true God YHWH 
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The Holy Spirit 

● The Third Member of the Trinity 
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The Holy Spirit 

● The Third Member of the Trinity 

● He is FULLY GOD 

● He Possesses Intellect 

● He Possesses Emotion 

● He Possesses Will 

● Meaning...He is a “PERSON” 
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The FULL DEITY of the Spirit 

● He is FULLY GOD... 

● “But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, 

sold a piece of property,2 and kept back some of the 

price for himself, with his wife's full knowledge, and 

bringing a portion of it, he laid it at the apostles' 

feet.3 But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled 

your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back 

some of the price of the land?4 While it remained 

unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was 

sold, was it not under your control? Why is it that 

you have conceived this deed in your heart? You 

have not lied to men but to God." (Acts 5:1-5) 

28 Applied-Apologetics 



The Person-Hood of the Spirit 

● The Holy Spirit uses personal pronouns of 

Himself... “I” and “me”   

● “While they were worshiping the Lord and 

fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for 

me Barnabas and Saul for the work to 

which I have called them." (Acts 13:2) 
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The Person-Hood of the Spirit 

● “While they were worshiping the Lord and 

fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for 

me Barnabas and Saul for the work to 

which I have called them." (Acts 13:2) 

30 Applied-Apologetics 



The Person-Hood of the Spirit 

• Notice the personal pronouns that the Spirit uses 

of Himself in the text “I” and “Me” 

• Also notice that the Spirit communicates with 

language – “the Holy Spirit said” 

• Notice also the work that the Spirit is doing within 

the text 

• He is calling forth Saul and Barnabas for ministry 

and evangelism 

• He is sending them forth to proclaim the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ 
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The Person-Hood of the Spirit 

• The Holy Spirit Possesses “Will” 

“while God confirmed their witness with 

signs and wonders and various miracles 

and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributes 

according to his will.” (Heb. 2:4) 

32 Applied-Apologetics 



Names of the Spirit 

● 1. Helper 2. The Eternal Spirit 3. The Gift from 

God 4. The Spirit of grace 5. The Spirit of Life 6. 

The Spirit of adoption 7. The Spirit of 

Supplication 8. The Anointing 9. The Spirit as 

Elohim 10.The Spirit of YHWH 11. The Spirit as 

Shekinah 12. The Promise of the Father 13.The 

Spirit of Jesus 14.The Spirit of Christ 15.The 

Breath of Life 16.The Spirit of Wisdom 17.The 

wind 18.The Spirit of Prophecy 19.The Fullness 

of God20.The Breath of Life 21.The Voice of the 

Lord 22.The Spirit of Power 23.The Spirit of 

Victory 24.The Advocate 
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The Third Member of the Trinity 

● He is a Person 

● He is FULLY GOD (Acts 5, Holy Spirit = God 

= the Spirit of the Lord) 

● He Possesses Emotion 

● He Possesses a “Will” 

● He Has Intellect: He uses Language and 

“Sends” the Apostles into ministry 

● He is the 3rd Member of the Triune God 

34 Applied-Apologetics 



The Son 

YHWH 

The Lord Jesus Christ 

The Logos 

Lord and Savior 

Great God and Savior 

God Blessed Forever 

The Lamb of God 

Theos 
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Jesus is... 

● He is Eternal 

● He is FULLY GOD 

● He is the Son 

● He is FULLY MAN 

● He is Co-Equal to the Father 

● He is YHWH 

● He Has Been in a Eternal Relationship with 

the Father 
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    “In the beginning was the word and the 

word was with God, and the word was 

God.” (John 1:1) 
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    “In the beginning was the word and the 

word was with God, and the word was 

God.” (John 1:1) 

 

  John 1:1A: 

  In the beginning was the word 
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In beginning was the word 

 
Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος (JOHN 
1:1a) 
 
 
 
 
  

                 ἦν 
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John 1:1a 

● What does the word “was” (ἦν) in the 

Gospel of John relay to the reader? 

- It is the eternal ἦν  

● What is the beginning that John is referring 

to?  

- As far back as one can think, the Logos 

was… 
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John 1:1a “was” 

● First, in 1A, John uses the word “ἦν” which 

mean‟s primary preposition denoting 

(fixed) position (in place, time or state)” 

(see 1722 Strong‟s). John is stating that the 

Logos was there in the beginning; but what 

beginning? This is a timeless word for 

―being‖ and 1B and 1C give it its greater 

meaning. So we know as the Greek literal 

states; “In beginning was the Word.” 
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Who is the subject of John 1:1a? 

The “logos” is the subject  

The eternal Word 

The Lord Jesus Christ 
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● John 1:1 

● Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος καὶ  ὁ λόγος 
ἦν πρὸς τὸν θεόν, καὶ θεὸς ἦν ὁ 
λόγος. 

 

● 1:1A  describes the SUBJECT of 
the entire prologue of John (v. 1-
18). It is the Word that is being 
described and not the Father.  
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John 1:1b 

● John 1:1b 

● ―and the Word was with God‖ 

● καὶ ὁ λόγος ἦν πρὸς τὸν θεόν 

 

● 1:1B  describes God in the direct mode; “and 

the Word was with God” – the word ―with‖ or 

―pros‖ (πρὸς) has significant meaning in 

1:1B. Note the scholar‟s citation from the NET 

BIBLE; 
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John 1:1b 

● The preposition πρός (pros) implies not just 

proximity, but intimate personal 

relationship. M. Dods stated, “Πρός …means 

more than μετά or παρά, and is regularly 

employed in expressing the presence of one 

person with another” (“The Gospel of St. 

John,” The Expositor‟s Greek Testament, 

1:684). See also Mark 6:3, Matt 13:56, Mark 

9:19, Gal 1:18, 2 John 12. 
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John 1:1b 

● Next in John 1:1B, we see a number of 

things. First, we see the distinction of two 

persons; the “Logos” and the “Theos.” The 

word “pros” (πρὸς) shows the relationship 

between these two persons (“by the side 

of, i.e. near to; usually with the accusative 

case, the place, time, occasion, or respect, 

which is the destination of the relation” see 

strong‟s 4314).  
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John 1:1b 

● Meaning, the Logos was in a relationship 

with the Theos from the beginning; a 

beginning that is described by “ἦν” and of 

a timeless nature. John‟s usage of “ἦν” is 

opposed to another word that could have 

been used; namely, “egeneto” which 

shows temporality/position (see strong‟s 

1096). 
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What Was That Relationship? 

● “And now, Father, glorify me in your own 

presence with the glory that I had with you 

before the world existed.” (JOHN 17:5 ESV) 
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PLEASE NOTE 

● The apostle John is describing 

two separate persons in this 

verse; “the WORD was with 

GOD.”  
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John 1:1c 

● ―and the Word was God‖ 

● καὶ θεὸς ἦν ὁ λόγος. 

 

● 1:1C moves from the direct mode to the 

“qualitative” mode; “and God was the 

Word” (i.e. “and the Word was God”).  
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John 1:1c 

● Next in 1C, notice the construction of the 

phrase in this section; “καὶ θεὸς ἦν ὁ 

λόγος.” John does not use the definite 

article in regards to the Theos, but rather, 

he uses it in regards to the Logos. 

Meaning, there are two distinct purposes in 

the construction. First, John is avoiding 

the mixing up of the two persons into one. 

James White explains;  
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John 1:1c 

● “This phrase must be taken with the one 

that follows. We read, "and the Word was 

God." Again, the eternal ―en.‖ John avoids 

confusion by telling us that the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God. Jesus, 

as we know Him as the Word, does not 

constitute everything that is included in the 

Godhead…” 
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John 1:1c 

● “…In other words, John is not teaching the 

ancient heresy known as Sabellianism, 

which taught that Jesus and the Father and 

the Spirit are simply three different aspects 

of one person, i.e., Jesus is the Father, the 

Father is the Spirit, and so on. Instead, 

John here asserts the full Deity of Christ, 

while informing us that He is not the 

Father, but that they ("God" and the 

"Word") have eternally co-existed.” 

http://vintage.aomin.org/JOHN1_1.html#11 
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John 1:1c 

● Meaning, if John were trying to relate that the 

Logos and the Theos were the same person, he 

would have constructed the verse to read 

something similar to the following; “and THE 

God was the Word.” However, John does the 

very opposite. By omitting the “ho” (ὁ) before 

Theos, he draws yet another distinction between 

the personhood of 1B. Next, notice where the 

definite article is placed; “ho logos.” John‟s 

construction forbids the Jehovah‟s Witnesses 

rendering of “a god” by the placement of the 

“ho” before the “Logos.” 
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John 1:1c 

● “The NEB paraphrase "what God was, the Word 

was", brings out the meaning of the clause as 

successfully as a paraphrase can...So, when 

heaven and earth were created, there was the 

Word of God, already existing in the closest 

association with God and partaking of the 

essence of God. No matter how far back we may 

try to push our imagination, we can never reach a 

point at which we could say of the Divine Word, 

as Arius did, "There was once when he was not." 

(F. F. Bruce, The Gospel of John, (Grand Rapids: 

Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1983), p. 31.) 
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John 1:1 

● In the prologue of John, John is describing 

the nature of the LOGOS…Jesus as the 

eternal word, who is fully God and fully 

man. 

● Hence, when the entire prologue is 

considered, any honest interpretation is 

going to see John 1:1 as qualitative. 

● Meaning, the entire context is describing 

the nature of the LOGOS. 
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God, a god or the Same Person? 

● και ο λογος ην ο θεος 

„kai ho logos en ho theos‟ =“and the Word was the 

God” (i.e., the Father; Sabellianism)) 

 

και ο λογος ην θεος 

'kai ho logos en theos' =“and the Word was a god” 

(Arianism) 

 

και θεος ην ο λογος 

'kai theos en ho logos' =“and the Word was God” 

(Orthodoxy)). 
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Jesus is FULLY GOD 

● ―Jesus Christ is God and has all the 

attributes that the Father has. But he is not 

the first person of the Trinity. All this is 

concisely affirmed in ‗και θεος ην ο λογος 

'kai theos en ho logos'." 

 
(Daniel B. Wallace, Dallas Theological Seminary. 

Wallace is quoted in "Basics of Biblical Greek 

Grammar," William D. Mounce, Copyright © 

1993.) 
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Summary of John 1:1 

● In the beginning was the Word and the 

Word was with God and the Word was God. 

 

● Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος, καὶ ὁ λόγος ἦν πρὸς 

τὸν θεόν, καὶ θεὸς ἦν ὁ λόγος. (JOHN 1:1) 
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● Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος, καὶ ὁ λόγος ἦν πρὸς 

τὸν θεόν, καὶ θεὸς ἦν ὁ λόγος. (JOHN 1:1) 

 

● The LOGOS has been in: 
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● Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος, καὶ ὁ λόγος ἦν πρὸς 

τὸν θεόν, καὶ θεὸς ἦν ὁ λόγος. (JOHN 1:1) 

 

● The LOGOS has been in: 

 

● A personal and intimate relationship  
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● Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος, καὶ ὁ λόγος ἦν πρὸς 

τὸν θεόν, καὶ θεὸς ἦν ὁ λόγος. (JOHN 1:1) 

 

● The LOGOS has been in: 

 

● A personal relationship  

 

● With The THEOS 
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● Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος, καὶ ὁ λόγος ἦν πρὸς 

τὸν θεόν, καὶ θεὸς ἦν ὁ λόγος. (JOHN 1:1) 

 

● The LOGOS has been in: 

 

● A personal relationship  

 

● With The THEOS 

 

● For Eternity  
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● Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος, καὶ ὁ λόγος ἦν πρὸς 

τὸν θεόν, καὶ θεὸς ἦν ὁ λόγος. (JOHN 1:1) 

 

● The LOGOS has been in: 

● A personal relationship  

● With The THEOS 

● For Eternity  

 

● And the Logos is FULLY GOD 
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So what have we learned about the Logos 

thus far? 

● He is eternal (ἦν) 

● He was in the beginning (arche) 

● He is a person and the subject of the 

Prologue (ho logos) 

● He was in relationship with the Father 

(pros) 

● He is very God of very God (and the Word 

was God) 
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John 1:2 

● John 1:2 is a summary of John 1:1 and 

includes many of the same key points… 
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John 1:2 

 Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος, καὶ ὁ λόγος 

ἦν πρὸς τὸν θεόν, καὶ θεὸς ἦν ὁ λόγος.  

 

● In beginning with the God (John 1:1a-b) 

 

 οὗτος ἦν ἐν ἀρχῇ πρὸς τὸν θεόν.  

 

● “was in beginning with the God” (John 1:2) 
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John 1:2 

● Notice how the apostle John restates the 

relationship between the eternal Logos and 

the Theos… 

 

● They were “pros” (πρὸς) or in an eternal 

(ἦν) relationship…in the beginning (ἀρχῇ) 
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John 1:3 

What does it tell us about 

the LOGOS? 
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John 1:3 

● John 1:3 –  

● “All things through Him came to be, and 

apart from Him came to be not one thing 

that which came into being.” 

● Πάντα - G3956 πᾶς pas (pas`) (including all 

the forms of declension) adj. 

● 1. all, any, every, the whole 

● [apparently a primary word] 
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John 1:3 

● NASB Word Usage - Total: 1242  

● all 731, all the things 7, all...things 1, all kinds 1, all 

men 14, all people 4, all respects 3, all things 126, all* 1, 

always* 3, any 16, any at all 1, anyone 3, anything 3, 

anything* 1, continually* 6, entire 4, every 128, every 

form 1, every kind 9, every respect 1, every way 2, 

everyone 71, everyone's 1, everyone* 1, everything 45, 

forever* 1, full 2, great 2, no* 15, none* 1, nothing 1, 

nothing* 1, one 4, perfectly 1, quite 1, whatever 3, 

whatever* 1, whoever 7, whole 18 

● http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/gr

eek/nas/pas.html 
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John 1:3 

● John 1:3 “All things came into being 

through Him, and apart from Him nothing 

came into being that has come into being.” 

● Jesus Christ, the Logos, is the creator of 

ALL THINGS… 

● This only makes sense IF He IS YHWH 

● So, is Jesus Christ YHWH? 
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Is The Lord Jesus YHWH? 

● Ps 102:25-27 "Of old You founded the 

earth, And the heavens are the work of 

Your hands. Even they will perish, but You 

endure; And all of them will wear out like a 

garment; Like clothing You will change 

them and they will be changed. But You are 

the same, And Your years will not come to 

an end.‖ 
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Is The Lord Jesus YHWH? 

● Heb 1:10-12:  „And, "YOU, LORD, IN THE 

BEGINNING LAID THE FOUNDATION OF THE 

EARTH, AND THE HEAVENS ARE THE WORKS 

OF YOUR HANDS; THEY WILL PERISH, BUT YOU 

REMAIN; AND THEY ALL WILL BECOME OLD 

LIKE A GARMENT,AND LIKE A MANTLE YOU 

WILL ROLL THEM UP; LIKE A GARMENT THEY 

WILL ALSO BE CHANGED. BUT YOU ARE THE 

SAME, AND YOUR YEARS WILL NOT COME TO 

AN END." 
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Is The Lord Jesus YHWH…YES! 

● Heb 1:10-12:  „And, "YOU, LORD, IN THE BEGINNING 

LAID THE FOUNDATION OF THE EARTH, AND THE 

HEAVENS ARE THE WORKS OF YOUR HANDS; THEY 

WILL PERISH, BUT YOU REMAIN; AND THEY ALL WILL 

BECOME OLD LIKE A GARMENT,AND LIKE A MANTLE 

YOU WILL ROLL THEM UP; LIKE A GARMENT THEY WILL 

ALSO BE CHANGED. BUT YOU ARE THE SAME, AND 

YOUR YEARS WILL NOT COME TO AN END.” (LXX) 

● Ps 102:25-27 "Of old You founded the earth, And the 

heavens are the work of Your hands. Even they will 

perish, but You endure; And all of them will wear out like 

a garment; Like clothing You will change them and they 

will be changed. But You are the same, And Your years 

will not come to an end.‖ 
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Who Did Isaiah See? 

● John 12:38-41 “{This was} to fulfill the word of 

Isaiah the prophet which he spoke: "LORD, WHO 

HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT? AND TO WHOM 

HAS THE ARM OF THE LORD BEEN 

REVEALED?“ For this reason they could not 

believe, for Isaiah said again, "HE HAS BLINDED 

THEIR EYES AND HE HARDENED THEIR HEART, 

SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT SEE WITH THEIR 

EYES AND PERCEIVE WITH THEIR HEART, AND 

BE CONVERTED AND I HEAL THEM.“ These 

things Isaiah said because he saw His glory, and 

he spoke of Him.” 
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Who Did Isaiah See? 

● Is 6:1 “In the year of King Uzziah's death I 

saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and 

exalted, with the train of His robe filling the 

temple.” (NASB, from the Hebrew) 

● Isaiah 6:1 “And it happened in the year that 

King Ozais died that I saw the LORD sitting 

on a throne, lofty and raised up, and the 

house was full of His glory.” (NET LXX) 
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Who Did Isaiah See? 

● Isaiah 6:1 “And it happened in the year that King 

Ozais died that I saw the LORD sitting on a 

throne, lofty and raised up, and the house was 

full of His glory.” (NET LXX) 

 

 

 

● John 12:41 “These things Isaiah said because he 

saw His glory, and he spoke of Him.” 
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Who Did Isaiah See? 

● In Isaiah 6:1, the Prophet tells us that he saw 

YHWH and His glory 

● In John 12:41, John tells us that Isaiah saw 

Jesus Christ, YHWH, the Second Member of the 

Trinity… 
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Who Did Isaiah See? 

● In Isaiah 6:1, the Prophet tells us that he saw 

YHWH and His glory 

● In John 12:41, John tells us that Isaiah saw 

Jesus Christ, YHWH, the Second Member of the 

Trinity… 

 

 

● John 1:18 
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BUT… 

● John tells us here that no one has ever 

seen God… 

● John 1:18 

 

● What does this mean? 

● What about Isaiah, or Abraham, or Jacob, 

or Moses?  
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John 1:18 

● John 1:18 
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John 1:18 

● John 14:7 "If you had known Me, you 

would have known My Father also; from 

now on you know Him, and have seen 

Him." 
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John 1:18 

● John 14:7 "If you had known Me, you 

would have known My Father also; from 

now on you know Him, and have seen 

Him.“ 

 

 

● John 1:18 No one has ever seen God; the 

only God, who is at the Father‟s side, he 

has made him known. 
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John 1:18 

   John 1:18 No one has ever seen God; the 

only God, who is at the Father‟s side, he 

has made him known. 

   1) Note that there are two persons referred 

to as God in John 1:18 

   a) The Father (ton Theon in John 1:1b) 

   b) The Word (the Word was God in John                 

1:1c) 
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John 1:18 

● The Logos (the Word), the Lord Jesus is 

called the μονογενὴς θεὸς in verse 18 

● Μονογενὴς: “to being the only one of its 

kind or class, unique (in kind).” 

● “μονογενὴς θεός (considered by many the orig.) an 

only-begotten one, God (acc. to his real being; i.e. 

uniquely divine as God‟s son and transcending all 

others alleged to be gods) or a uniquely begotten 

deity” 

● Arndt, William ; Danker, Frederick W. ; Bauer, Walter: A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and 

Other Early Christian Literature. 3rd ed. Chicago : University of Chicago Press, 2000, S. 658 
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Philippians 2:6-11 

● Philippians 2:2-11 is known as the “Carmen 

Christi” 

● Meaning; “A HYMN TO CHRIST AS TO 

GOD” 

● It is an ancient hymn that Paul used, as 

inspired by the Spirit, in the text of his 

Epistle 
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Philippians 2:6-11 

● 2:6 who though he existed in the form of God did 

not regard equality with God as something to be 

grasped, 7 but emptied himself by taking on the 

form of a slave, by looking like other men, and by 

sharing in human nature.8 He humbled himself, 

by becoming obedient to the point of death – 

even death on a cross! 9 As a result God exalted 

him and gave him the name that is above every 

name,10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee 

will bow – in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth – 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. 

(NET Bible) 
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Philippians 2:6-11 

● 6 In God‟s own form existed he, and shared with God 

equality, deemed nothing needed grasping. 7 Instead, 

poured out in emptiness, a servant‟s form did he 

possess, a mortal man becoming. In human form he 

chose to be, 8 and lived in all humility, death on a cross 

obeying. 9 Now lifted up by God to heaven, a name above 

all others given, this matchless name possessing. 10 And 

so, when Jesus‟ name is called, the knees of everyone 

should fall wherever they‟re residing. 11 Then every 

tongue in one accord, will say that Jesus the Messiah is 

Lord, while God the Father praising. (ISV Bible) 
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Philippians 2:6 

● 2:6 who though he existed in the form of 

God did not regard equality with God as 

something to be grasped 
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Philippians 2:6 

● 2:6 who though he existed in the form of 

God did not regard equality with God as 

something to be grasped 

● First, notice that Jesus “existed” prior to 

His incarnation 

● The eternal Son of God, was with the 

Father before all worlds 

● This is speaking about the pre-incarnate 

Jesus 
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Philippians 2:6 

● 2:6 who though he existed in the form of 

God did not regard equality with God as 

something to be grasped 

● Next, not only did Jesus “exist” 

● But, He “existed” in the “form of God” 

● Or shall we say, the “morphe” of God 
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Philippians 2:6 

● 2:6 who though he existed in the form of 

God did not regard equality with God as 

something to be grasped 

 

, form, outward appearance, shape 
● Arndt, William ; Danker, Frederick W. ; Bauer, Walter: A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early 

Christian Literature. 3rd ed. Chicago : University of Chicago Press, 2000, S. 659 
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Philippians 2:6 

● 2:6 who though he existed in the form of 

God did not regard equality with God as 

something to be grasped 

 

, form, outward appearance, shape 

● Notice the text states that Jesus is the 

“form” of Theos…  

● This a point you must keep in mind 
● her Early Christian Literature. 3rd ed. Chicago : University of Chicago Press, 2000, S. 659 
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Philippians 2:6 

● 2:6 who though he existed in the form of 

God did not regard equality with God as 

something to be grasped 

 

 

● ―The Greek term translated form indicates 

a correspondence with reality. Thus the 

meaning of this phrase is that Christ was 

truly God.‖ (The NET BIBLE) 
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Philippians 2:6 – “FORM” 

● ―Prior to the incarnation, Christ was in the form of God 

(Gk. morphē theou). Despite the assertions of some 

scholars to the contrary, this most naturally refers to the 

―preexistence‖ of Christ—he, the eternal Son, was there 

with the Father (John 1:1; 17:5, 24) before he was born in 

Bethlehem. ―Form‖ here means the true and exact nature 

of something, possessing all the characteristics and 

qualities of something. Therefore having the ―form of 

God‖ is roughly equivalent to having equality with God 

(Gk. isa theō), and it is directly contrasted with having the 

―form of a servant‖ (Phil. 2:7). The Son of God is and 

always has been God. ―Form‖ could also be a reference 

to Christ being the ultimate image of God, ―the exact 

imprint of his nature‖ (Heb. 1:3)…‖ 
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Philippians 2:6 – “FORM” 

● ―It might also refer to the fact that he is the visible 

expression of God‘s invisible glory (Col. 1:15). 

Remarkably, Christ did not imagine that having ―equality 

with God‖ (which he already possessed) should lead him 

to hold onto his privileges at all costs. It was not 

something to be grasped, to be kept and exploited for his 

own benefit or advantage. Instead, he had a mind-set of 

service. ―Christ did not please himself‖ (Rom. 15:3). In 

humility, he counted the interests of others as more 

significant than his own (Phil. 2:3–4).‖ 

 

● ESV Study Bible. Good News Publishers/Crossway 

Books. Kindle Edition.  
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Philippians 2:6 

● 2:6 who though he existed in the form of 

God did not regard equality with God as 

something to be grasped 
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Philippians 2:6 

● 2:6 who though he existed in the form of 

God did not regard equality with God as 

something to be grasped 

 

● ἴσος: to being equivalent in number, size, 

quality, equal 
 

 

 

99 Applied-Apologetics 



Philippians 2:6 

● 2:6 who though he existed in the form of 

God did not regard equality with God as 

something to be grasped 

 

● ἴσος: to being equivalent in number, size, 

quality, equal 

● Jesus is ―equal‖ to God… 

● But He did not count equality something to 

be held onto 
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Philippians 2:6 Summary 

● 2:6 who though he existed in the form of 

God did not regard equality with God as 

something to be grasped 

 

● Jesus “existed” prior to the incarnation 
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Philippians 2:6 Summary 

● 2:6 who though he existed in the form of 

God did not regard equality with God as 

something to be grasped 

 

● Jesus “existed” prior to the incarnation 

● And He existed “in the form of God” 
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Philippians 2:6 Summary 

● 2:6 who though he existed in the form of 

God did not regard equality with God as 

something to be grasped 

 

● Jesus “existed” prior to the incarnation 

● And He existed “in the form of God” 

● Hence, He was “equal” with God 
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Philippians 2:7 

 

● ―but emptied himself by taking on the form 

of a slave, by looking like other men, and 

by sharing in human nature.‖ 
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Philippians 2:7 

 

● ―but emptied himself by taking on the form 

of a slave, by looking like other men, and 

by sharing in human nature.‖ 

● κενόω;  

● ① to make empty, to empty 

● ⓑ of divestiture of position or prestige: of Christ, 

who gave up the appearance of his divinity and 

took on the form of a slave, he emptied himself, 

divested himself of his prestige or privileges Phil 

2:7  
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Philippians 2:7 

 

● ―but emptied himself by taking on the form 

of a slave, by looking like other men, and 

by sharing in human nature.‖ 

● The ―form‖ of a slave (v. 7) 

● The ―form‖ of God (v. 6) 

● The ―morphe‖ of both God and man 
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Philippians 2:7 

 

● ―but emptied himself by taking on the form 

of a slave, by looking like other men, and 

by sharing in human nature.‖ (NET BIBLE) 

● Was Jesus Truly A Man? 

● Yes…He Was The Morphe Of Man 

● HENCE, If He Is One, He Is Both 

● If He Is Truly Man…He Is Truly God 
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Philippians 2:7 

 

● ―but emptied himself by taking on the form 

of a slave, by looking like other men, and 

by sharing in human nature.‖ (NET BIBLE) 

● Please Note: Verse 7 is speaking about the 

―incarnation‖ of the Eternal Logos 

● While verse 6 is speaking about the ―pre-

incarnate‖ Logos 
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Philippians 2:7 

 

● Also notice the pronouns and verbs in 

verses 6-7 

● ―who, although He existed in the form of 

God, did not regard equality with God a 

thing to be grasped,7 but emptied Himself, 

taking the form of a bond-servant, and 

being made in the likeness of men‖ (NASB) 

● It is Jesus doing the work in these verses 
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Philippians 2:8 

 

● ―Being found in appearance as a man, He 

humbled Himself by becoming obedient to 

the point of death, even death on a cross.‖ 
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Philippians 2:8 

 

● ―Being found in appearance as a man, He 

humbled Himself by becoming obedient to 

the point of death, even death on a cross.‖ 

 

● It was Jesus who humbled Himself after 

being made in the form of man 

● Again, we see the incarnation of the 

Eternal Son 
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Philippians 2:9 

 

● “For this reason also, God highly exalted 

Him, and bestowed on Him the name which 

is above every name” 
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Philippians 2:9 

 

● “For this reason also, God highly exalted 

Him, and bestowed on Him the name which 

is above every name” 

● What we see here is the Logos, who has 

existed as the eternal second person of the 

Trinity, being exalted back to the position 

He left to become man… 
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Philippians 2:9 

 

● “For this reason also, God highly exalted 

Him, and bestowed on Him the name which 

is above every name” 

● And, because of Jesus‟ entering into 

human form and His death on the cross, He 

is once again, exalted back to His previous 

position at the right hand of the Father… 
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Philippians 2:9 

 

● “For this reason also, God highly exalted 

Him, and bestowed on Him the name which 

is above every name” 

● Except now, it is the “God-Man” in the 

position of glory. 

● As a result, Jesus is given that name above 

ALL NAMES 

● Jesus Christ is the highest name in 

existence  
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Philippians 2:10-11 

 

● “so that at the name of Jesus every knee will 

bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth,11 and that every tongue will 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father.‖ 
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Philippians 2:10-11 
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Philippians 2:10-11 
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Philippians 2:10-11 
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Philippians 2:10-11 
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Philippians 2:10-11 
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