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REVELATION 

Author: John 

 Date: 64-68 or 95-96  

Provenance: Patmos  

Destination: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea  

Occasion: Persecution of Christians in Asia Minor, John's visions 

Theme: Jesus the slain and resurrected Lamb is coming again as the eschatological King and 

Judge Key Verses: 1: 7; 19: 11-16 

General Context and Audience  

1 
The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that 

must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 
2 

who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he 

saw. 
3 

Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who 

hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near. 
4 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and 

who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 
5 

and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings 

on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 
6 

and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion 

forever and ever. Amen. 
7 

Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced 

him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. 
8 

"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to 

come, the Almighty." 
9 

I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient 

endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of 

God and the testimony of Jesus. 

 

Matt 26:63 But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, "I adjure you 

by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God." 64 Jesus said to him, 

"You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the 

right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven." 65 Then the high priest tore 
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his robes and said, "He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You 

have now heard his blasphemy.
1
 

Matt 16:27 For the Son of Man will come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and 

then he will reward each person according to what he has done.28 I tell you the truth, 

there are some standing here who will not experience death before they see the Son of 

Man coming in his kingdom." 

Rev Chapter 2 (Direct Audience)  

 To the angel of the church in Ephesus 

a. (“come” – Rev 2:5) 

 And to the angel of the church in Smyrna 

 And to the angel of the church in Pergamum 

a. (“come” – Rev 2:16) 

 And to the angel of the church in Thyatira  

a. (2:25 “However, hold on to what you have until I come”) 

 And to the angel of the church in Sardis 

a.  (3:3 “If you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will never know at 

what hour I will come against you.”) 

 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia  

a. (3:9 “Listen! I am going to make those people from the synagogue of Satan --- 

who say they are Jews yet are not, but are lying --- Look, I will make them come 

and bow down at your feet and acknowledge that I have loved you.”) 

 And to the angel of the church in Laodicea  

a. (3:20 “Listen! I am standing at the door and knocking! If anyone hears my voice 

and opens the door I will come into his home and share a meal with him, and he 

with me.) 

 

(1) How many of these “come[ing]” verses are literal? 

(2) These seven churches were in the midst of Neronic/Jewish persecution. At first 

glance, it must have seemed that the church would not survive the persecution. 

Hence, Revelation and its message must be relevant to those in the church at that 

time).  

 

 

                                                           
1
 Matt 16:27-28 - For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 

repay each person according to what he has done. Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not 

taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
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Timing of the Kingdom of God 

Dan 2:36 "This was the dream. Now we will tell the king its interpretation. 37 You, O 

king, the king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, and 

the might, and the glory,38 and into whose hand he has given, wherever they dwell, the 

children of man, the beasts of the field, and the birds of the heavens, making you rule 

over them all---you are the head of gold.39 Another kingdom inferior to you shall arise 

after you, and yet a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the earth.40 And 

there shall be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron, because iron breaks to pieces and 

shatters all things. And like iron that crushes, it shall break and crush all these.41 And as 

you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay and partly of iron, it shall be a divided 

kingdom, but some of the firmness of iron shall be in it, just as you saw iron mixed with 

the soft clay.42 And as the toes of the feet were partly iron and partly clay, so the 

kingdom shall be partly strong and partly brittle.43 As you saw the iron mixed with soft 

clay, so they will mix with one another in marriage, but they will not hold together, just 

as iron does not mix with clay.44 And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will 

set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another 

people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it 

shall stand forever  

Foundational Argument  

 Internal evidence suggests that the Book of Revelation was written prior to the fall of 

Jerusalem, or rather, pre A.D. 70. 

1) Time-texts such as “soon” (Rev. 1:1, 22:6, 7, 12 and 20), “near” (Rev. 1:3, 22:10) and 

“quickly” (Rev. 22:20) all indicate an imminent return of Christ in judgment to the 

addressee of the book; the Seven Churches of Asia.  

2) Next, the self evidence of Revelation indicates that the Temple (Herod’s Temple – 

Rev. 11:1-2) was still standing in the “holy city” (c.f. Isa. 48:2, Matt. 4:5, 27:53) at 

the time of Revelations penning.
2
 

3) It is vital to note two lines of support that indicate that the Temple in question is in 

fact, “Herod’s Temple.” First, there is no instance or indication of a future, rebuilt 

Temple within the pages of the New Testament.  

4) The word “Temple” (     ) is only cited within the pages of the New Testament in 

reference to Herod’s Temple (Matt. 24:1, 26:55), Jesus’ body (John 2:19-20), as the 

dwelling place of the Spirit within the believer (1 Cor. 3:16, 6:19), as God Almighty 

                                                           
2
 There is no account from the New Testament witness that speaks of the destruction. Although this is in effect, an 

argument from silence, it is still helpful to note. Matt. 24:1-2 speaks of the destruction of Herod’s Temple and when 

coupled with the fact that the Temple was the pinnacle of worship and the source of the Jewish leadership that 

falsely accused the Lord of Glory, then it is reasonable to assume that this event, if Preteristic, would have been 

mentioned.    
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and the Lamb in the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:22) and in reference to the church (Eph. 

2:21).  

5) However,       is never cited within the context of a future (rebuilt) Temple.  

6) In addition, Matthew 24:1-2 clearly indicates the identity of the Revelation 11 

Temple in question where the Lord proclaims; “Jesus left the temple and was going 

away, when his disciples came to point out to him the buildings of the temple.
 
But 

he answered them, "You see all these, do you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not 

be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.
3
 

 

 The Temple was to be destroyed and Jerusalem judged due to their rejection of 

their Messiah.  

1) This was the same people on whom the Lord pronounces the “seven woes” upon the 

Jewish leaders and Israel in Matt 23.  

2) The same Geo-political entity that “killed the prophets” (Matthew 23:34-35; c.f. Rev. 

16:6), in the same land (“holy city” Rev. 11:2; c.f. Matt. 23:37) that was referred to as 

“Sodom” and “Egypt” (Rev. 11:8).  

3) Moreover, Jesus pronounces that the very “generation” to whom He is speaking to, 

would suffer the Matthew 24 judgment (Matt. 23:36, 24:34; c.f. Matt. 16:4, Matt. 

16:28, Rev. 1:7) and would be “left desolate”
4
 (Matt 23:38; c.f. Rev. 1:7).

5
 

 

 Internal evidence also suggests that the “great prostitute” spoken of in Rev 17-19 is 

none other than corporate Israel herself. 

1) Throughout the Old Testament, Israel is referred to as the “whore” (Isa. 1:21, Jer. 

2:20, 3:1, Ezek. 16:15, Hos. 4:12), as a “prostitute” (Ezek. 16:30-31, 33, 35, Hos. 9:1) 

and as one who commits “adultery” (Jer. 3:9, 23:14, Hos. 2:2).  

2) Being in Covenant with God, Israel was known as the Lord’s “bride” (Jer. 2:2, 2 Sam. 

17:3 by inference) and a “wife” (Jer. 3:20, Ezek. 16:32, Hos. 2:2).
6
  

                                                           
3
 Matthew 24:1-2, English Standard Version; c.f. Luke 21:6 "As for these things that you see, the days will come 

when there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down." Here the Lord clearly 

indicates “which” Temple is in view in the Apocalypse, Herod’s Temple.  

 
4
 “Behold, He is coming with the clouds” is an historic reference to a spiritual in judgment within the Old 

Testament. See Joel 2:1 “coming” and Isaiah 19 and the oracle concerning Egypt where the LORD is “riding on a 

swift cloud and comes to Egypt” in judgment. These verses support the judgment announced in Matt. 23-24 and 

Rev. 1 in respect of Rev. 11:1-2. 

 
5
 Revelation 1:7 indicates and helps to affirm the current argument. John indicates that those whom pierced the Lord 

were witness to His return in Judgment; “
7 
Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even 

those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him…” It is also helpful to note that the 

term “tribes” is used, which is a heavy indication of corporate Israel. Also, the translated word “earth” (  ) is 

equally translated as “land,” “country” and “ground” according to Strong’s.  
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 Next, Revelation 17:9-10 proclaims;  

1) “This calls for a mind with wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains on which 

the woman is seated;
  
they are also seven kings, five of whom have fallen, one is, the 

other has not yet come, and when he does come he must remain only a little while.”
7
 

2) It is of most importance to note that the apostle calls for his readers (those in the 

Seven Churches of Asia) to have a “mind with wisdom” in reference to the “seven 

heads” – of which “five of whom have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come… 

3) In its ultimate rejection, the unfaithful wife Israel rejected its purposed “bridegroom” 

(Luke 5:34-35, John 3:29) and instead, committed “sexual immorality” with other 

nations (Rev. 17:2, 4, 18:3 – see the above descriptions of Israel’s unfaithfulness and 

prostitution).  

4) Thus, with all of these offensives, coupled with the rejection of the Messiah, she was 

labeled as the “synagogue of Satan”
8
  and was judged with thee afore mentioned 

judgment by God for her unfaithfulness. 

5) Dr. Kenneth Gentry explains, 

 

On both early-date and late-date views, Revelation’s recipients live under the rule 

of Rome, which is universally distinguished by its seven hills. How could the 

recipients living in the seven historical churches of Asia Minor and under Roman 

imperial rule, understand anything else but this geological feature?
9
 

 

In addition, Dr. Gentry proclaims;  

 

We learn further that the seven heads also represent a political situation in which 

five kings have fallen, the sixth is, and the seventh is yet to come and will remain 

for a little while. Remarkably, we must note that Nero is the sixth emperor of 

Rome. Flavius Josephus, the Jewish contemporary of John, points out that Julius 

Caesar was the first emperor of Rome and that he was followed in succession by 

Augustus, Tiberius, Caius (aka Caligula), Claudius, and Nero…That is, since the 

first five are dead, the sixth one is then reigning even as John writes. That would 

be Nero Caesar…When John writes, the seventh king/emperor “has not yet 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
6
 In Hosea 2:2, YHWH is referred to as the “husband” and Israel as the unfaithful “wife” who committed adultery; 

“Plead with your mother, plead---for she is not my wife, and I am not her husband---that she put away her whoring 

from her face, and her adultery from between her breasts” 

 
7
 Rev. 17:9-10 ESV 

 
8
 Contextually, the reference to the “synagogue of Satan” must apply to the Jews: "I know your tribulation and your 

poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of 

Satan”  

 
9
 Gentry, Kenneth. Navigating the Book of Revelation: Special Studies on Important Issues. Fountain Inn, SC: 

Goodbirth, 2009; pg. 18 
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come.” That would be Galba, who assumes power in June, AD 68. But he only 

continues a “short space”: his reign lasts but seven months…the shortest reigning 

emperor to that time.
10

 

 

 Thus, the evidence from Revelation 17 points to the identity of the “beast” as the seven 

emperors of Rome; with Nero Caesar being the reigning emperor of the day.  

1) Further supporting this view is the fact that Nero (Neron Kesar “nrwn qsr” in 

Hebrew) is the mathematical equivalent to the “mark” spoken of in Revelation 16 (six 

hundred and sixty-six or six hundred and sixteen in Latin).
11

 

 

When we take the letters of Nero’s name and spell them in Hebrew, we get the 

following numeric values: n=50, r=200, w=6, n=50, q=100, s=60, r=200 = 

666…There is a curious variation on 666. Some manuscripts read 616. Why 

would a copyist make such a number change? “Perhaps the change was 

intentional, seeing that the Greek form Neron Caesar written in Hebrew characters 

(nrwn qsr) is equivalent to 666, whereas the Latin form Nero Caesar (nrw qsr) is 

equivalent to 616.
12

 

 

2) To further establish this point, F.W. Farrar in “The Early Days of Christianity” 

proclaims the following about the historical understanding of the “person” of the 

Beast;  

 

All the earliest Christian writers on the Apocalypse, from Irenaeus down to 

Victorinus of Pettau and Commodian in the fourth, and Andreas in the fifth, and 

St. Beatus in the eighth century, connect Nero, or some Roman Emperor, with the 

Apocalyptic Beast.
13

 

 

a. The Beast – a corporate entity…the Roman Caesars “five have fallen”  

1. Julius  

2. Augustus 

3. Tiberius 

4. Caius (aka Caligula) 

5. Claudius 

                                                           
10

 Ibid. Gentry; pg. 18-19 

 
11

 The oldest know MSS fragment of Revelation (P155) reads 616.  

 
12

 DeMar, Gary, Last Day's Madness: Obsession of the Modern Church. Powder Springs, GA: American Vision, 

1999; pg. 258-259 

 
13

 Farrar, F.W. The Early Days of Christianity. New York: E.P. Dutton, 1882; pg. 472 
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6. Nero - “one is”  

7. Galba – “the other has not yet come, and when he does come he must 

remain only a little while.” (Rev 17:10) 

Revelation 19 

6 
Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters 

and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our 

God the Almighty reigns. 
7 

Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 

and his Bride has made herself ready;
14

 
8 

it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure"---for the fine linen is the 

righteous deeds of the saints.
15

 
9 

And the angel said to me, "Write this: Blessed are those who are invited
16

 to the marriage 

supper of the Lamb
17

." And he said to me, "These are the true words of God." 
10 

Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, "You must not do that! I am a 

fellow servant with you and your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship 

God." For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 

 

11 
Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful 

and True, and in righteousness he judges
18

 and makes war.
19

 
12 

His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name 

written that no one knows but himself. 
13 

He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood,
20

 and the name by which he is called is The Word 

                                                           
14

 The Church 

 
15

 “The fine linen represents the righteous acts of the saints. The saints are distinguished from the world by their 

righteous acts (2 Thess. 1:5; Matt. 25:31-46; 5:16). At the same time, these acts are not the product of autonomous 

effort, but planned and empowered by God (Eph. 2:10; Phil 2:12-13).” Vern Poythress, Return of the King, 95 

(PDF) 

 
16

 Verb, Perfect, Passive, Participle – PERFECT TENSE: Action that has been completed in the past yet has results 

occurring in the present are expressed by the perfect tense.  

 
17

 Luke 14:16-24 
18

 Verb Present Active Indicative (VPAI) - The Indicative Mood: This is the mood of assertion or presentation of 

certainty.  The indicative mood is the only one to give designation concerning time (past, present, and future).  

 
19

 VPAI (see above) 

 
20

 See Heb 13:11-12 – Used as a reference to the Old Test sacrificial and purification system  

 

Lev 8:30 30 “Then Moses took some of the anointing oil and some of the blood which was on the altar 

and sprinkled it on Aaron and his garments, and on his sons and his sons' garments with him. So he 

consecrated Aaron, his garments, and his sons and his sons' garments with him.”  

 

Lev 9:8 “So Aaron approached the altar and slaughtered the sin offering calf which was for himself. 9 Then 

Aaron's sons presented the blood to him and he dipped his finger in the blood and put it on the horns of 

the altar, and the rest of the blood he poured out at the base of the altar. 10 The fat and the kidneys and the 
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of God. 
14 

And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on 

white horses. 
15 

From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will 

rule them
21

 with a rod of iron. He will tread
22

 the winepress of the fury of the wrath of 

God the Almighty. 
16 

On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords. 
17 

Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds that 

fly
23

 directly overhead, "Come, gather
24

 for the great supper of God, 
18 

to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses 

and their riders, and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small and great."
25

 
19 

And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered
26

 to make war 

against him who was sitting on the horse and against his army.
27

 
20 

And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the 

signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who 

worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with 

sulfur. 
21 

And the rest were slain by the sword
28

 that came from the mouth of him who was sitting 

on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their flesh. 

 

Revelation 20:  

                                                                                                                                                                                           
protruding lobe of the liver from the sin offering he offered up in smoke on the altar just as the LORD had 

commanded Moses, 11 but the flesh and the hide he completely burned up outside the camp. 

 
21

 VAFI – Verb, Active, Future Indicative  

 
22

 VPAI (see note one) 

 
23

 VPD – Verb, Present, Dative - Dative—we normally translate this as an indirect object. It is really the case of 

advantage. That is, it tells who benefits from the action of the verb. The action is done to or for someone or 

something. 

 
24

 VAPM – Verb, Aorist, Passive, Imperative - The Aorist Tense - It describes indefinite or undefined action. The 

word aoristos derives from an alpha privative (ie. negation) and the verb horizô (meaning "to bound") thus meaning 

"without boundaries" The Imperative Mood: This mood is reserved for the indication of commands. 

 
25

 Ezek 39:17 "As for you, son of man, thus says the Lord GOD: Speak to the birds of every sort and to all beasts 

of the field, 'Assemble and come, gather from all around to the sacrificial feast that I am preparing for you, a great 

sacrificial feast on the mountains of Israel, and you shall eat flesh and drink blood. 18 You shall eat the flesh of 

the mighty, and drink the blood of the princes of the earth---of rams, of lambs, and of he-goats, of bulls, all of 

them fat beasts of Bashan. 19 And you shall eat fat till you are filled, and drink blood till you are drunk, at the 

sacrificial feast that I am preparing for you. 20 And you shall be filled at my table with horses and charioteers, with 

mighty men and all kinds of warriors,' declares the Lord GOD. 

 
26

 V,Per,Pass, Part - Verb, Perfect, Passive, Participle - Perfect participle – a completed action with present results 

 
27

 Notice there is no talk about an actual physical battle or war. 

 
28

 Eph 6:17
 
“and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” 
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1 
Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless 

pit and a great chain. 
2 

And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound
29

 him 

for a thousand years, 
3 

and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive 

the nations any longer,
30

   until the thousand years
31

 were ended. After that he must be 

released for a little while. 
4 

Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was 

committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of 

Jesus and for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and 

had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands.
32

 They came to life and 

reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 
5 

The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first 

resurrection. 
6 

Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection!
33

 Over such the second 

                                                           
29

 Matt 12:25-28     Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided against itself 

will stand. And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? And if I 

cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. But if it is 

by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 

 
30

 Eph 2:11-22 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called "the uncircumcision" by 

what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands---12 remember that you were at that time 

separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, 

having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 

brought near by the blood of Christ.14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken 

down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in 

ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might 

reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And he came and 

preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have 

access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 

citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone,21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, 

grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by 

the Spirit. 

 
31

  1000 years; not literal just as the key and chain are not literal. “The proper understanding of the thousand-year 

time frame in Revelation 20 is that it is representative of a long and glorious era and is not limited to a literal 

365,000 days. The figure represents a perfect cube often, which is the number of quantitative perfection. The 

thousand here is no more literal than that which affirms God’s ownership of the cattle on a thousand hills (Psa. 

50:10), or promises Israel will--be a thousand times more numerous (Deut. 1:11), or measures God’s love to a 

thousand generations (Deut. 7:9), or expresses the desire for a thousand years in God’s courts (Psa. 84:10), or 

compares a thousand years of our time to one of God’s days (Psa. 90:4).” Gentry; He Shall Have Dominion. 335 

 
32

  “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And 

these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and 

shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when 

you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.” (Deut 6:5-

8).  

 
33

 Rom. 6:8-11; Col. 3:1-4; Eph. 2:6. 
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death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign 

with him for a thousand years.
34

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
34

 No mention of a physical, earthly reign – this is a spiritual reign, just as all things in Rev 19/20 are spiritual and/or 

symbolic  
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APPENDIX A 

MATTHEW 23 

31 Thus you (Israel) witness against yourselves that you (Israel) are sons of those who 

murdered the prophets. 

32 Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers. 

33 You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape being sentenced to hell? 

34 Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom you will kill 

and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to town, 

Acts 8:1 And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution against the 

church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except 

the apostles. 

35 so that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of 

innocent Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between 

the sanctuary and the altar. 

REV. 17:1-6 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, "Come, I will 

show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many waters,2 with whom the kings of 

the earth have committed sexual immorality, and with the wine of whose sexual immorality the dwellers 

on earth have become drunk."3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a 

woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and ten 

horns.4 The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, 

holding in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the impurities of her sexual immorality.5 And 

on her forehead was written a name of mystery: "Babylon the great, mother of prostitutes and of earth's 

abominations."6 And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of 

Jesus. 

REV. 18:1-3 After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the 

earth was made bright with his glory.2 And he called out with a mighty voice, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon 

the great…For all nations have drunk the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality, and the kings of 

the earth have committed immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth have grown rich from the 

power of her luxurious living… And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, and of all who 

have been slain on earth." 

36 Truly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 

MATTHEW 24 
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1 Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point out to him 

the buildings of the temple. (Herod’s Temple) 

“The only possible interpretation of Jesus' words which He Himself allows, therefore, is that He was 

speaking of the destruction of the Temple which then stood in Jerusalem, the very buildings which the 

disciples beheld at that moment in history. The Temple of which Jesus spoke was destroyed in the fall of 

Jerusalem to the Roman armies in A.D. 70. This is the only possible interpretation of Jesus' prophecy in 

this chapter. The Great Tribulation ended with the destruction of the Temple in A.D. 70. Even in the 

(unlikely) event that another temple should be built sometime in the future, Jesus' words in Matthew 24, 

Mark 13, and Luke 21 have nothing to say about it. He was talking solely about the Temple of that 

generation. There is no Scriptural basis for asserting that any other temple is meant. Jesus confirmed His 

disciples' fears: Jerusalem's beautiful Temple would be destroyed within that generation; her house 

would be left desolate.” (Chilton, pg. 22) 

2 But he answered them, "You see all these, do you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not 

be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down." 

a) “You” (x3) 

b) “here” – Where?  

c) “one stone” – “from where? Which Temple? 

“In these verses, the Lord Jesus clearly indicates “which” Temple would be trampled in the Revelation 11 

account. First, in Matthew 23, the Lord pronounces the “seven woes” upon the Jewish leaders and Israel. 

This was the same Geo-political entity that “killed the prophets” (Matthew 23:34-35; c.f. Rev. 16:6), in the 

same land (“holy city” Rev. 11:2; c.f. Matt. 23:37) that was referred to as “Sodom” and “Egypt” (Rev. 

11:8). Moreover, Jesus pronounces that the very “generation” to whom He is speaking to, would suffer 

the Matthew 24 judgment (Matt. 23:36, 24:34; c.f. Matt. 16:4, Matt. 16:28, Rev. 1:7) and would be “left 

desolate”3 (Matt.23:38; c.f. Rev. 1:7).4 Thus, the “literal” meaning of the text indicates that the Temple in 

question is in fact “Herod’s Temple”; the very same Temple that was known to the generation to whom 

Jesus rebuked.” (Jeffrey S. Krause. The Preteristic Understanding of the Revelation 20 Millennium in 

Relation to Christ’s Kingdom: A Reformed Response: 11 Feb. 2010.) 

Note: If this (verse 2) is speaking of a future, rebuilt temple then the very stones that were 

used in the construction of Herod’s Temple must be used of the future Temple 

3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, "Tell us, 

when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the close of the 

age?" (The age of Temple sacrifice and the Jewish aion) 

a) “tell us” 

b) “age” 

“Jesus responded by giving the disciples not one, but seven signs of the end. (We must remember that 

"the end" in this passage is not the end of the world, but rather the end of the age, the end of the Temple, 
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the sacrificial system, the covenant nation of Israel, and the last remnants of the pre-Christian era).” 

(Chilton, pg. 24) 

4 And Jesus answered them, "See that no one leads you astray. 

a) “them” 

b) “you” – Second Person Plural 

5 For many will come in my name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and they will lead many astray. 

6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this 

must take place, but the end is not yet. 

“wars and rumors of wars” – This was the time of the “Pax Romana” or the Roman peace and there were 

no wars in the known world at this time.  

7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be 

famines and earthquakes in various places. 

Acts 7:11 "Now a famine came over all Egypt and Canaan, and great affliction {with it,} and our fathers 

could find no food. 

Acts 11:28 One of them named Agabus stood up and {began} to indicate by the Spirit that there would 

certainly be a great famine all over the world. And this took place in the {reign} of Claudius. 

Acts 16:26 and suddenly there came a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison house 

were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's chains were unfastened. 

Matt. 27:54 When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the 

earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, "Truly this was the Son of God!" 

8 All these are but the beginning of the birth pains. 

9 "Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated 

by all nations for my name's sake. 

Rev 1:9 I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance {which 

are} in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 

Rev 2:9 'I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say 

they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 

10 And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one another. 

11 And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. 
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2 Pet 2:1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among 

you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, 

bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 

1 John 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 

because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 

12 And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. 

13 But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 

14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a 

testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

οἰκουμένη 

① the earth as inhabited area, exclusive of the heavens above and nether regions, the inhabited 

earth, the world
35

 

② the world as administrative unit, the Roman Empire(in the hyperbolic diction commonly used in 

ref. to emperors, the Rom. Emp. equalled the whole world 
 

③ all inhabitants of the earth,  

 
 Note: this is not the “Great Commission” which is to make “disciples” of the nations. This is a “witnesses” 

or a “testimony” to the nations.  

Rom. 1:18 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed in all 

the world 

Rom. 16:25-26 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of 

Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages
26 

but has now 

been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the 

command of the eternal God…” 

Col 1:23 if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from 

the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of 

which I, Paul, was made a minister. 

15 "So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, 

standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), (1) See Note 

Dan. 9:24-27: Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city, to finish the 

transgression, to put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to 

seal both vision and prophet, and to anoint a most holy place.
25 

Know therefore and understand that 

from the going out of the word to restore and build Jerusalem to the coming of an anointed one, a 

prince, there shall be seven weeks. Then for sixty-two weeks it shall be built again with squares and moat, 

but in a troubled time.
26 

And after the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall be cut off and shall have 

                                                           
35 Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament and other 

early Christian literature (3rd ed.) (699). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
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nothing. And the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its end 

shall come with a flood, and to the end there shall be war. Desolations are decreed.
27 

And he shall make a 

strong covenant with many for one week, and for half of the week he shall put an end to sacrifice and 

offering. And on the wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until the decreed end is 

poured out on the desolator."  

“In Dan. 9:24-27, “the Prince” is said to bring in “everlasting righteousness” and to “atone for iniquity.” 

Here, the “anointed one” (the Prince) will be “cut off” (v. 26), and the people of the “Prince” will destroy 

the city and bring an “end to sacrifices.” The “end to sacrifices” follows the “firm Covenant” made with 

the many for one week. This account, then future, is undoubtedly speaking of the life and ministry of the 

“anointed Prince” Jesus Christ. First, contextually, there is no warrant to assume that “the people of the 

prince to come” is the “anti-Christ.” There is nothing in the text that allows the insertion of an unqualified 

individual. Rather, the Lord Jesus is referred to as the “Prince” and the “anointed one” both individually 

and in connection with one another. Verse 25 connects these two titles “anointed one, the Prince” with 

verse 26 referencing the individual titles of “anointed one” and “people of the Prince to come…” These 

accounts are describing the same individual (Jesus) who did in fact establish a “firm Covenant” (Matt. 

26:26-28) with the many and that was “cut off” within the middle of the seventieth week at His 

crucifixion. The “end of sacrifices” was symbolized in Matt. 27:51 with the tearing of the Temple curtain 

and was realized in the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 where the sacrificial system was permanently 

ended; as prophesied by the Lord Jesus in Matt. 23:38-24:34 and in particular, Matt:24:1-2. Hence, clarity 

is found in the disciple‟s question; "Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your 

coming and of the close of the age?" Meaning, when will be the end of the Jewish aion (αἰῶν).  (Krause, 

Jeffrey S. “The Preteristic Understanding of the Revelation 20 Millennium in Relation to Christ’s Kingdom: 

A Reformed Response: 11 Feb. 2010: pg. 13/footnote 27.) 

LUKE 21:20-23 MATTHEW 24:15-20 

"But when you see Jerusalem surrounded 
by armies, then know that its desolation 
has come near. Then let those who are in 
Judea flee to the mountains, and let those 
who are inside the city depart, and let not 
those who are out in the country enter it, 
for these are days of vengeance, to fulfill 
all that is written. Alas for women who are 
pregnant and for those who are nursing 
infants in those days! For there will be 
great distress upon the earth and wrath 
against this people. 

"So when you see the abomination of 
desolation spoken of by the prophet 
Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the 
reader understand), then let those who 
are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let the 
one who is on the housetop not go down 
to take what is in his house, and let the 
one who is in the field not turn back to 
take his cloak. And alas for women who 
are pregnant and for those who are 
nursing infants in those days! Pray that 
your flight may not be in winter or on a 
Sabbath. 

 

16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 

(LOCAL EVENT, NOT WORLD WIDE - Note: Fleeing Judea will save them) 

17 Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to take what is in his house, 
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(LOCAL EVENT, NOT WORLD WIDE) 

18 and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak. 

(LOCAL EVENT, NOT WORLD WIDE) 

19 And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those 

days! 

(LOCAL EVENT, NOT WORLD WIDE) (2) See note 

20 Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. 

(LOCAL EVENT, NOT WORLD WIDE)  

21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the 

world until now, no, and never will be. (3) See Note 

Ezekiel 5:9 And because of all your abominations, I will do among you what I have not 

done, and the like of which I will never do again. 

22 And if those days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for the 

sake of the elect those days will be cut short. 

23 Then if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or 'There he is!' do not believe it. 

24 For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so 

as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 

2 Pet 2:1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false 

teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the 

Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 

1 John 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they 

are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 

25 See, I have told you beforehand. 

26 So, if they say to you, 'Look, he is in the wilderness,' do not go out. If they say, 'Look, he 

is in the inner rooms,' do not believe it. 

27 For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the 

coming of the Son of Man. 
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Matt 16:28 "Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing here who will not taste death 

until they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom." 

Note: Lightning is a local event.  

28 Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather. 

Jer. 19:7 And in this place I will make void the plans of Judah and Jerusalem, and will cause their people to 

fall by the sword before their enemies, and by the hand of those who seek their life. I will give their dead 

bodies for food to the birds of the air and to the beasts of the earth. 

29 "Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the 

moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens 

will be shaken. 

Is 13:9-10 Behold, the day of the LORD is coming, Cruel, with fury and burning anger, To make the land a 

desolation; And He will exterminate its sinners from it. For the stars of heaven and their constellations 

Will not flash forth their light; The sun will be dark when it rises And the moon will not shed its light. 

Is 13:13 Therefore I will make the heavens tremble, And the earth will be shaken from its place At the 

fury of the LORD of hosts In the day of His burning anger. 

Joel 2:10 Before them the earth quakes, The heavens tremble, The sun and the moon grow dark And the 

stars lose their brightness. 

Joel 2:31 "The sun will be turned into darkness And the moon into blood Before the great and awesome 

day of the LORD comes. 

Joel 3:15 The sun and moon grow dark And the stars lose their brightness. 

PSALM 18:6-17 In my distress I called upon the LORD; to my God I cried for help. From his temple he 

heard my voice, and my cry to him reached his ears. Then the earth reeled and rocked; the foundations 

also of the mountains trembled and quaked, because he was angry. Smoke went up from his nostrils, 

and devouring fire from his mouth; glowing coals flamed forth from him. He bowed the heavens and 

came down; thick darkness was under his feet. He rode on a cherub and flew; he came swiftly on the 

wings of the wind. He made darkness his covering, his canopy around him, thick clouds dark with water. 

Out of the brightness before him hailstones and coals of fire broke through his clouds. The LORD also 

thundered in the heavens, and the Most High uttered his voice, hailstones and coals of fire. And he sent 

out his arrows and scattered them; he flashed forth lightnings and routed them. Then the channels of 

the sea were seen, and the foundations of the world were laid bare at your rebuke, O LORD, at the blast 

of the breath of your nostrils. He sent from on high, he took me; he drew me out of many waters. He 

rescued me from my strong enemy and from those who hated me, for they were too mighty for me. 

(See Isa. 13:10–13; 24:19–23; 34:4; Ezek. 32:6–8; Joel 2:10, 30–31; 3:15–16; Hab. 3:6–11). 

30 Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the 

earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power 

and great glory. 
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NOTE: this word earth “gh” is also translated as “Land” 

NOTE: although the term tribe “fulai” or “phyle” (GK: φυλή) can be used of nation or people, its 

meaning is in almost all instances directly associated with that of the twelve tribes is Israel. It occurs 

118 times in the Bible and there are only about 3 to 5 cases where the word is not used in the context 

of Israel.  

φυλή, ῆς, ἡ (φῦλον ‘race, tribe, class’; Pind., Hdt.+). 

① a subgroup of a nation characterized by a distinctive blood line, tribe, of the 12 tribes of Israel 
36

 

 
Dan 7:13 "I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of 

Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him. 

Mark 14:62 And Jesus said, "I am; and you shall see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF 

POWER, and COMING WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN." 

REV. 1:7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, 

and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. 

Matt. 10:23: “But whenever they persecute you in this city, flee to the next; for truly I say to you, you 

shall not finish going through the cities of Israel, until the Son of Man comes.” 

 

Is 19:1 The oracle concerning Egypt. Behold, the LORD is riding on a swift cloud and is about to come to 

Egypt; The idols of Egypt will tremble at His presence, And the heart of the Egyptians will melt within 

them. 

 The “sign” is that the Son of Man is in heaven (Acts 1:9–11; 2:25–36; 7:55–46; 

13:32–37; Eph. 1:15–23). 

 

31 And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect 

from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

ἄγγελος, ου, ὁ (Hom.+) ‘messenger’. 

① a human messenger serving as an envoy, an envoy, one who is sent
37

 

 

ANGEL = Messenger: “I once argued that, since the basic meaning of [angelos] is ‘messenger’ (even 

though its NT uses are predominately in the secondary sense of ‘angel’), here ‘the context favours 

strongly the primary meaning’. In that case v. 27 [of Mark 13] would be describing the work of Christian 

missionaries, sent out by the enthroned Son of Man in 8:38, and in the absence of any clear indication 

that the normal NT meaning of [angelos] is inappropriate here, I now think it more likely that angels are 

here credited with a ‘missionary’ role in the ingathering of God’s people; cf. the description of angels in 

                                                           
36 Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament and other 

early Christian literature (3rd ed.) (1069). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

37 Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament and other 

early Christian literature (3rd ed.) (8). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
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Heb. 1:14 as [‘Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will 

inherit salvation?’].” (R. T. France, The Gospel of Mark (NIGTC) (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2002), 536–

537.) 

Is 27:13 It will come about also in that day that a great trumpet will be blown, and those who were 

perishing in the land of Assyria and who were scattered in the land of Egypt will come and worship the 

LORD in the holy mountain at Jerusalem. 

32 "From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its 

leaves, you know that summer is near. 

Mark 11:13-14 Seeing at a distance a fig tree in leaf, He went {to see} if perhaps He would find anything 

on it; and when He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. He said to it, 

"May no one ever eat fruit from you again!" And His disciples were listening. 

 Israel is not the fig tree but the Olive Tree 

Rom 11:17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in 

among them and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree, 

Rom 11:24 For if you were cut off from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and were grafted contrary to 

nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these who are the natural {branches} be grafted 

into their own olive tree? 

33 So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 

REV. 1:1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must 

soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John 

REV. 1:3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, 

and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near. 

REV. 20:7 "And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this 

book." 

REV. 20:10 And he said to me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is 

near 

DAN. 12:4 But you, Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, until the time of the end. Many 

shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase." 

DAN. 12:9 He said, "Go your way, Daniel, for the words are shut up and sealed until the time of the 

end. 

REV. 22:20 He who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

34 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 

Matt 23:36 "Truly I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 

 Gary DeMar lists the following points below; 
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4. The most common usage of “this generation” (he genea haute) occurs 18 times 

in the gospels (Mt. 11:16; 12:41, 45; 23:36; 24:34; Mk. 8:12 [twice], 8:38; 13:30 

Lk. 7:31; 11:29 [in sentence form]; 11:30, 31, 32, 50, 51, 17:25; 21:32). 

 

a. The use of the near demonstrative “this” tells us that Jesus had His own 

generation in view. 

 

b. If Jesus wanted to identify a future generation, He could have chosen the far 

demonstrative “that”: “that day” (Matt. 7:22); “that hour” (10:19); “that 

time” (24:10); “that day and hour” (24:36). 

 

c. Matthew uses “this” throughout his gospel to identify things that are near: 

“this day” (6:11); “this man” (8:9); “this city” (10:23); “this place” (12:6); “this 

people” (15:8); “this rock” (15:18); “this little child (18:4); “this mountain” 

(21:21); “this stone” (21:44); “this image” (22:20); “this gospel” (24:14); “this 

woman” (26:13); “this night” (26:31), etc. Why not “this generation”? 

 

d. The same is true of the plural “these” and “those: “these stones” (Matt. 3:9; 

4:3); “when will these things be?” (24:3); “all these things” 24:33, 34) and 

“those days” (24:19, 22, 29, 38). (Gary DeMar. The Olivet Discourse Biblical and Historical 

Parallels that Point to a Pre-A.D. 70 Fulfillment. American Vision) 

 

35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

 

36 "But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor 

the Son, but the Father only. 

Please note the shift between “this generation” and “that day and hour.” Meaning, this is not referring 

to the same event.  

NOTE: Some Preterist Bible commentators believe verses 35 & 36 are not speaking of the destruction of 

70 A.D. because of the change in the language. 
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NOTES: 

(1) Josephus War of the Jews - Romans bring their standards into the Temple area and erect them. The most 

popular identification of the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION is Titus and the armies of Rome. While the city of 

Jerusalem was still burning the soldiers brought their legionary standards into the temple precincts and offered 

sacrifices there, declaring Titus to be victor. The idolatrous representations of Caesar and the Roman eagle on the 

standards would have constituted the worst imaginable blasphemy to the Jewish people. Identifying Titus and his 

armies with the A of D is most popular because it seems to parallel the actions of Antiochus Epiphanes in the 2nd 

century b.c. It is important to note that in Luke 21:20 the surrounding of Jerusalem by armies was the signal that 

her desolation had drawn near. We read in Josephus: “the Romans upon the flight of the seditious into the city, 

and upon the burning of the holy house itself, and of all the buildings lying round about it, brought their ensigns to 

the temple, and set them over against its eastern gate; and there did they offer sacrifices to them, and there did 

they make Titus imperator, with the greatest acclamations of joy” (Book 6, Ch. 6:1). Thus, although the A of D 

“involves the destruction of Jerusalem (beginning with its several encirclings by Cestius, Vespasian, Simon, and 

Titus), it culminates in this final abominable act within the temple itself” (Gentry, 50). I find this view the most 

likely one. 

(2) Josephus war of the Jews – Mary daughter of an Eleazar eats her baby; "My poor baby, why should I keep you 

alive in this world of war and famine? Even if we live till the Romans come, they will make slaves of us; and 

anyway, hunger will get us before slavery does; and the rebels are crueler than both. Come, be food for me, and an 

avenging fury to the rebels, and a tale of cold horror to the world to complete the monstrous agony of the Jews." 

With these words she killed her son, roasted the body, swallowed half of it, and stored the rest in a safe place. 

(3) Josephus war of the Jews - Josephus estimates that 97,000 prisoners were taken in the war, and that 1,100,000 

perished during the siege (Tacitus estimates that there were 600,000 under siege). 

(4) The period of time from the first attack of the Jews upon the Romans at Masada, in May of A.D. 66, to the final 

resistance of the Jews at Masada in April of A.D. 73, encompassed approximately seven years. The daily sacrifice 

ceased at about three and a half years into this seven year period. The abomination of desolation was manifested 

when the Roman armies surrounded the city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


