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THE WATCHTOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY 

     This essay consists of a short explanation of some the basic doctrines of the Watchtower 

Bible and Tract Society (WTB&TS), a brief critique of specific points of doctrine regarding the 

nature of YHWH and a final section which contains recommended points of evangelism aimed at 

this specific group. This work should not be considered exhaustive and in no way touches on all 

of the key factors regarding this organization. Nevertheless, it is the goal of this essay to provide 

a limited amount of specific, Scriptural truths regarding the refutation of the “Societies” 

teachings about the Triunity of YHWH, along with a limited plan of evangelism to this group. 

WTB&TS BASIC TEACHING 

     Founded in 1879 by Charles Taze Russell, the WTB&TS heads its organization from 

Brooklyn, New York. Its official publications come by way of The Watchtower and Awake 

magazines, which are published bi-monthly and distributed in multiple countries and languages 

around the world. As a form of Arianism, the Jehovah’s Witnesses promote similar teachings to 

those that were deemed heretical at the Council of Nicaea in A.D. 325. The main teaching 

distinctive which the Witnesses promote is the belief that Jesus Christ is in substance, Michael 

the Archangel and the “Master Worker” of Prov 8, who, was the first created of Jehovah God 

and then, was used to create “all [other] things” (Col 1:16, NWT)1 and who himself is, “’the 

firstborn of all creation,’ for he was God’s first creation.”2 This is a difficult subject to address 

with the Witnesses due to their annihilationist doctrine.3  In short, Michael existed as the first 

created, who was then annihilated,  who was then “re-created” as Jesus, the son of Jehovah and a 

                                                           
1 Note the insertion of “other” into the text of Col 1:16. This is a consistent pattern with the New World 

Translation (NWT), the WTB&TS version of the Bible. This insertion also takes place in Phil 2, where the now 

exalted Son of God is said to be given “the name” which is above “every [other] name.”  

 
2 What Does The Bible Really Teach, Brooklyn, NY: Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, 2005, 41. 

 
3 See chapter 6 of What Does the Bible Really Teach for an overview of WTB&TS Annihilationism. 
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mere man, who was subsequently crucified on a “torture stake,” who was then resurrected 

“spiritually,” being re-created as Michael the Archangel.4 

     Other key teachings of the WTB&TS include the promotion of “Unitarianism,” where 

Jehovah is said to be both one God and one person, with no distinction of divine persons as 

taught in orthodox Christianity. Witnesses also teach that the Holy Spirit (known as “holy spirit” 

in the NWT) is devoid of personhood and consciousness, and, is in actuality, an impersonal force, 

much like electricity; “Now the earth proved to be formless and waste and there was darkness 

over the surface of the surging waters, and God’s active force was moving to and fro over the 

surface of the waters” (Gen 1:2, NWT [1953], emphasis added).5 Finally, the Witnesses see a 

differentiation between the “elect” of Jehovah, the 144,000 faith of Rev chapter 7, and, the 

“Great Crowd,” with the former going on to reign in Heaven with Jehovah after death, and, the 

latter, who find their hope in a re-created earthly paradise after death, annihilation and 

resurrection6  (which is in actually, recreation after the memory of Jehovah).7 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS ERRORS 

     A great majority of the flaws of the WTB&TS system of theology stem from their heretical 

understanding on the nature of YHWH. First, the Bible clearly indicates that there is but one, all 

powerful and eternal God. Isaiah 43:10, the verse from where the Jehovah’s Witnesses derive 

                                                           
4 For a wonderful primer and overview of WTB&TS teachings, see Dr. James R. White’s lecture on this 

subject found at the following URL: http://www.sermonaudio.com/sermoninfo.asp?SID=65111520276  

 
5 When questioned about the many references in the New Testament that contribute deity and personhood 

the Holy Spirit (in the NWT, it would read “holy spirit, with the absence of the definite article), the faithful Witness 

will usually respond that this sort of terminology is simply anthropomorphic language.  

 
6 It is vital to note that the Witnesses understanding of “resurrection” is opposed to the orthodox 

understanding of resurrection. In Witness theology, an individual is annihilated and then recreated . This is in exact 

opposite to orthodox teaching that the actual, physical body of the individual is resurrected from the dead. See 

BDAG page 71.  

 
7 Many more teachings could be elaborated on, such as; the denial of the Spirit of Christ dwelling within 

the believer, blood transfusion as cannibalism, the denial of the baptismal formula of “Father, Son and Holy Spirit,” 

the non-taking of the Lord’s Supper by anyone outside of the 144,000, the denial of  Hell and so on.  

http://www.sermonaudio.com/sermoninfo.asp?SID=65111520276
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their name, proclaims; “’You are my witnesses,’ declares the LORD, ‘and my servant whom I 

have chosen, that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he. Before me no god 

was formed, nor shall there be any after me’” (Isa 43:10, ESV). In this verse, the faithful 

Christian is told that there is but one “being” of God, eternal in nature and uncreated. Yet, to 

assert that this understanding implies the “Unitarian” understanding of “one person,” commits 

the “Fallacy of Division.” All individuals are “human beings,” yet, they are different as to 

personhood. Moreover, the New Testament clearly indicates that there are three Divine persons 

who are referred to as θεὸς, the Father (Jn 1:1b, 1:18a), the Son (Jn 1:1c, 1:18b, Tit 2:13) and the 

Spirit (Acts 5:3-4), and, equally referred to as YHWH throughout the entirety of the Scriptures 

(the Father [Isa 48:16  ִ֛ה ָ֧י יְהו  -and most general references], the Son [Isa 45:23 c.f. Phil 2:10 ֲאדֹנ 

11, Heb 1:10-12] and the Holy Spirit [Jug 3:10, 1 Sam 10:6 c.f. Acts 8:39]).  

     Next, regarding the deity of the Lord Jesus, the Watchtower Society clearly and purposefully 

changes Scriptural references to deny the Biblical teaching of a co-equal, co-eternal second 

member of the Triune God-head. For example and as already noted, the WTB&TS has added 

additional words into the text of Col 1:15-20, which, if followed, makes the Son a temporal 

creature. The insertion of the term “other” in the text of Col is followed by a mistranslation of 

the “Granville Sharp Construction” of Tit 2:13 and 2 Pt 1:1, where both text similarly read, “the 

glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ” (Tit 2:13, ESV). James R. White explains;  

Basically, Granville Sharp's rule states that when you have two nouns, which are not 

proper names . . . which are describing a person, and the two nouns are connected by the 

word "and," and the first noun has the article ("the") while the second does not, both 

nouns are referring to the same person. In our texts, this is demonstrated by the words 

"God" and "Savior" at Titus 2:13 and 2 Peter 1:1. ‘God’ has the article, it is followed by 

the word for ‘and,’ and the word ‘Savior’ does not have the article. Hence, both nouns are 

being applied to the same person, Jesus Christ.”8 White goes on to explain that, “This rule 

is exceptionless . . . There is truly no real grammatical objection that can be raised.9  

                                                           
8 James R. White, "Granville Sharp's Rule: Titus 2:13 and 2 Peter 1:1." Alpha and Omega Ministries, 

http://vintage.aomin.org (accessed 04 22, 2012). 
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     In reference to White’s comments, it is noted that the NWT divides the “subject” of both 

Scripture references by inserting the article “the” between God and Savior, despite the reading of 

the Kingdom Interlinear Translation (KIT), that according to Ronald Russell and Edmond Gruss, 

“used the Westcott and Hort Greek Text (1881) as the basis of their English translation,”10 which 

reads; “τοῦ μεγάλου Θεοῦ καὶ σωτῆρος ἡμῶν ᾿Ιησοῦ Χριστοῦ” (Tit 2:13, WHGNT).  There is a 

conspicuous absence of the definite article in the text above and in noting this, yet another 

inconsistency is found between orthodox Christianity and Watchtower teachings. 

     Finally, there is the issue of the Holy Spirit, or, as previously noted, the Spirit of YHWH. 

Here, the Witnesses reject the personhood of the Spirit by denying that He possesses intellect, 

emotion and will. Yet, the Bible teaches otherwise on this matter as seen in Acts 13:2 where the 

Spirit speaks, in Jn 16:1-15 where the Spirit guides believers, in 1 Pt 1:2 where the Spirit 

sanctifies, in Rom 8:26-27 where the Spirit intercedes for believers and in 1 Cor 12 where the 

text provides an extensive list of “spiritual gifts” that the Spirit provides for use in the church. 

These are all actions by a personal agent which disprove and show great inconsistency with the 

teaching of the WTB&TS, that the Spirit is simply an inanimate force.  

Evangelism Methodology 

     One effective method of evangelizing the Witnesses falls into the area of polemical theology, 

but first, a word of caution. One approach that should be avoided lies in the area of an attack on 

the “Society” in general. It is best to allow the Witnesses to discover, for themselves, that their 

“mother” (the Society) is adulterous in nature. Attacks upon the WTB&TS will cause the 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
9 Ibid., White. 

 
10Ronald Russell , and Edmond Gruss. "The Jehovah's Witnesses' New Testament. A Critical Analysis of 

the New World Translation of the Christian Greek Scripture." JETS 26, no. 2 (June 1983): 221. This can also be 

verified in the Kingdom Interlinear Translation of the Greek Scriptures, pg. 5. 
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Witness to shut down and personally defend the integrity of their ruling body. As a result, all 

open conversation will be lost. Regarding the actual evangelistic points to address the Witness 

with, these should be focused on the essentials of the Christian faith and the nature of YHWH. 

For example, regarding the deity of the Son, one could start in Ps 102:25-27 and allow the 

Witness to read aloud from their NWT. After this is done, an observation of the context is in 

order where the Witness will readily admit that Jehovah God is being referred to as the 

immutable creator of “all things.” The natural progression after this is admission would be to 

turn to Heb 1:10-12, where the text of Ps 102:25-27 is cited, this time in reference to the Son (v. 

8 via the context). This will provide a direct reference to the Witnesses as to the nature of Jesus 

(as Jehovah), in their own translation of the Scriptures. This same tactic can be utilized in reverse 

fashion via the text of Jn 12:41, where Isaiah saw the glory of   י ֲאדֹנ  (adonay in Hebrew or kurios 

in the Greek, see Jn 12:41 c.f. Isa 6:1, LXX) seated on the throne. In short, the author tells the 

reader that Isaiah saw Jehovah, yet, the reference in verse 41 is of the glory of Christ (LXX).  

     In conclusion, the methodology to be employed is a system that simply places doubt in the 

mind of the individual Witness. The Jehovah’s Witnesses are conditioned to view the Scriptures 

through the lens of the WTB&TS, and, as a result, are highly dependent on the Scriptural 

interpretations of the Society. Hence, when dealing with the Witnesses, one must understand that 

the presuppositional framework, terminology and the very nature of YHWH are all askew. Hence, 

the goal in encountering a Witness should never be in the sense of winning a debate, but rather, 

in planting seeds of truth amidst the many weeds of false teachings with which they have been 

indoctrinated. When this is done faithfully and prayerfully, the orthodox believer should move 

aside and allow the convicting work of the Holy Spirit to work; a work that the Witnesses deny 

but is nevertheless the only hope that they have in finding peace with Jehovah God.
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